
 
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

for 
LEGAL COUNSEL 

 
A.  INTRODUCTION 
 
The Board of Directors of the Southwestern Water Conservation District is inviting 
qualified individuals and law firms to provide legal services and representation to the 
District. The District is a water conservation district under C.R.S. §§ 37-47-101 et seq. 
and meets every other month, plus additional telephone meetings during the state 
legislative session or as needed to conduct board business. 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that responses to this Request for Qualifications should 
be prepared and submitted in a form that addresses the needs outlined herein. Late 
proposals will not be accepted. Proposals will be accepted until 5:00pm, November 30, 
2015. Proposals shall be sent to: 
 

 
Southwestern Water Conservation District 

c/o Laura Spann 
841 E. Second Avenue 
Durango, CO  81301 
lauras@swwcd.org 

     
B.           OBJECTIVE 
 
The objective is to choose a highly competent and experienced at torney and law f irm 
with demonstrated knowledge in water rights, water policy and governmental entities.  
The District represents a broad range of water interests including agriculture, municipal 
and industrial, recreation, environmental interests, and the District’s legal counsel will 
represent the District at the Board’s direction in a manner that protects and balances all of 
these interests.  

 
 
C. SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 

  The legal counsel for the District will be expected to provide the following services: 
 

General Matters:  Legal counsel will provide legal guidance on the following types of 
general matters: 

• Board policy. 
• Contracts/agreements/MOUs. 
• Colorado Open Meetings Law, TABOR and other state legal issues. 
• Federal agencies’ management plans that may affect water users in the basin. 
• State policies or laws that may impact water users in the basin (e.g. ski area 

water rights legislation, State Engineer policies, CWCB rules and policies). 
• Federal policies and actions that may impact water users in the basin (Wild & 

Scenic designations, USFS directives, EPA rules). 
• Legal implications of water quality studies conducted in the basin. 
• Potential endangered species and critical habitat listings that may affect water 

users in the basin. 
  The Board also expects its legal counsel to participate in Upper Colorado River 

Commission meetings and stay informed and current on Colorado River issues.  The 
Board expects its legal counsel to participate in its meetings  (by telephone or in 
person) and provide legal memoranda and verbal reports as requested by the Board.   



 
 

Litigation Matters Legal counsel will provide legal representation in litigation in which 
the District is involved.  Please contact the District for a complete list of ongoing 
or pending litigation.  In addition, legal counsel will be responsible for the 
following: 

• Processing and preparing quitclaim deeds for water rights under Case No. 
06CW127, Water Division 7. 

• Due Diligence or Conditional to Absolute Filings on water rights owned by the 
District. 

• Reviewing water rights resume and court filings in Divisions 4, 7 and adjacent 
divisions for potential impacts to the San Juan and Dolores River basins, and 
filing statements of opposition as requested by the Board. 

• Any other water court filings as requested by the Board. 
 

D. EXPECTATIONS OF THE DISTRICT 
 
The Board represents the District and expects that its legal counsel will provide legal 
representation for the Board, and will coordinate with, and advise staff, in accordance with 
Board direction.   
 
E. COMPENSATION 
 
The Board is interested in exploring working with legal counsel under alternative billing 
arrangements for services that are defined in scope.  For example, to the extent that a 
portion of the legal services can be provided to the Board for a fixed-fee, the Board 
would be open to exploring such an alternative.  The Board understands that some 
matters, such as litigation, may not be appropriate for a fixed-fee arrangement. 
 
F. INTERVIEWS 
 
The Board, at its discretion, may invite applicants to an interview to discuss their 
qualifications. 
 
G. INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED/SUBMITTED 
 
The following information must be included in your written proposal. It is important as it 
may be your only opportunity to present your qualifications. 

 
1.  Name of the attorney who will be in primary legal representative of the District 
within your law firm. A resume of this attorney’s background and experience 
should emphasize the attorney’s experience person and the level of responsibility 
in representing similar entities. 
 

2.  Please disclose any potential conflicts of interest that you may have in 
relation to the District and any litigation involving the District. 
 

3.  Provide details regarding your existing workload and how you will fit this 
representation into your existing work priorities. 
 

4.  Provide a list of representative clients with whom you have worked in the past 
five (5) years. Please submit water district and government client references as 
well. 

 
 
 
 

H. SELECTION 
 
The Board reserves the right to reject any or all applicants, to waive irregularities or 
informalities in responses, and to re-advertise for responses if desired.  After 
considering responses and information provided during the application process, the 
Board will select the attorney who is the most advantageous to the District from the 



 
standpoint of service, previous experience, and ability to deliver or for any other reason 
deemed by the Board to be in the best interest of the District. 
 
The responses to this Request for Qualifications must be received a t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  
o f f i c e  c / o  Laura Spann by 5:00 p.m., November 30, 2015, at 841 E. Second 
Avenue or by email at lauras@swwcd.org. Any proposal received after that date and time 
will not be accepted or considered. We request that any mailed proposal be black and 
white, two-sided copies without binders. 
 
The Board and staff will perform an initial screening and likely interview up to 
three (3) candidates in person or by telephone.   Finalist(s) will be selected for 
interviews/negotiations no later than December 31, 2015, with legal services to be 
provided beginning in early 2016.   
 
The Board reserves the right to retain other special counsel as necessary for litigation or 
other on-going matters. 
 
The Board shall have the sole discretion to accept or reject any response to the Request 
for Qualifications. All responses become the property of the District upon receipt and will 
not be returned.  
 
The Southwestern Water Conservation District thanks you for your interest in providing 
us with a response to this Request for Qualifications for Legal Services. Please submit 
any questions regarding this RFQ in writing and directed to the District c/o Laura Spann, 
as soon as possible after receipt of the RFQ at the address below. 
 

Southwestern Water Conservation District 
c/o Laura Spann 

841 E. Second Avenue 
Durango, CO  81301 

Email: lauras@swwcd.org 

mailto:lbloemsma@telluride-co.gov

