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Purpose and Role of the
Southwestern Water Conservation District

e Created in 1941 by the Colorado General Assembly

* For the purpose of leading in the conservation, use,
and development of the water resources of the San
Juan and Dolores rivers and their tributaries and
provided with such powers necessary to safeguard for
Colorado all waters to which the state of Colorado is

equitably entitled

* Encompasses all or parts of nine counties in

southwestern Colorado
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Purpose and Role of the
Southwestern Water
Conservation District

* One of only four
Conservation Districts
created by the Colorado
legislature

« Each with a similar
statutory charge.

CRWCD _ ‘ % Boulder

RGWCD

SWCD

RRWCD



Rock Springs

Purpose and Role of the
Southwestern Water
Conservation District

* Only two of the Conservation Districts are located
within the Colorado River Basin

e Collectively, the Southwestern Water Conservation
District and the Colorado River Water Conservation
District encompass all of the lands west of the
Continental Divide



Recent Areas of Engagement
Across State Lines

* Ongoing discussions with stakeholders in the Basin, including:
* the Upper Colorado River Commission
» State of Colorado
* Colorado River Water Conservation District

* Drought Contingency Planning, including exploration of demand
management



Recent Areas of Engagement
Across State Lines

* Continued technical work geared towards identifying risks to Lake
Powell and Upper Basin water users, including within Colorado

* Ongoing financial support towards, and participation in, the San
Juan River Basin Recovery Program



Recent Areas of
Engagement
within Colorado

* Monitor activities related
to transmountain water
rights that may impact
water supply within the
District’s boundaries

* Participate, as necessary,
In water court cases.

TO COLORADO RIVER BASIN

52. Dome Creek Ditch
53. Stillwater Ditch
54. Sarvis Ditch

55. Climax Pipeline

|-
TO GUNNISON RIVER BASIN

46. Red Mountain Ditch
47. Mineral Point Ditch
48. Leopard Creek Ditch

49. Gordon Granite Creek Ditch
50. Nellie S. Enlargement & Ext.

51. Fruita Pipeline

TO SAN JUAN RIVER BASIN

38. Pine Ridge Ditch
39. Lightner Canal

40. Sellars & McClane Supply Ditch

41. Turkey Creek Ditch

42. Summit Reservoir Outlet
43. Dolores Tunnel

44. Great Cut Dike

45. Dove Creek Pipeline

COLORADO TRANSBASIN DIVERSIONS

Office of the State Engineer

TO RIO GRANDE RIVER BASIN

30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.

[ oistrict Imports TB Water
[ pistrict Exports T8 Water

TO NORTH PLATTE RIVER BASIN
1. Deadman Ditch

TO SOUTH PLATTE RIVER BASIN

2. Wilson Supply Ditch

3. Bob Creek Ditch

4. Laramie-Poudre Tunnel

5. Skyline Ditch

6. Cameron Pass Ditch

7. Michigan Ditch

8. Grand River Ditch

9. Alva B. Adams Tunnel

10. Moffat Tunnel

11. Berthoud Pass Ditch

12. August P. Gumlick Tunnel
13. Straight Creek Tunnel

14. Vidler Tunnel

15. Harold D. Roberts Tunnel
16. Boreas Pass Ditch

17. Con-Hoosier Tunnel

18. Woodland Park Pipeline
19. Homestake Joint Pipeline

TO ARKANSAS RIVER BASIN

20. Columbine Ditch

21. Ewing Ditch

22. Wurts Ditch

23. Homestake Tunnel
24. Busk-lvanhoe Tunnel
25. Boustead Tunnel

26. Twin Lakes Tunnel
27. Larkspur Ditch

28. Hudson Ditch

[ District Imports and Exports TEWater 59 Medano Ditch

["] No TB Diversions in District
[] owR water Divisions
Continental Divide

i

Tarbell Ditch
Tabor Ditch
Weminuche Pass

Pine River Weminuche Pass Ditch
Williams Creek-Squaw Pass Ditch
Don La Font Ditch No. 1

Don La Font Ditch No. 2

Treasure Pass Ditch

State of Colorado.

Note: DWR defines transbasin export as the
release from one basin to another basin, the
drainage from which does not combine with
drainage from the releasing basin within the

e

COLORADO
Division of Water Resources
Department of Natural Resources

Updated February 2022



Recent Areas of
Engagement
within Colorado

* Continue to support
development and protection
of Colorado’s compact
entitlements within
southwestern Colorado
through operation of the
District’s annual grant
program




Recent Areas of Engagemen
within Colorado

 Actively monitor and, as appropriate,
take positions on proposed federal
and state legislation that may impact
water use or development within the
District.




* Continue to be engaged and help inform
Colorado River Basin discussions at all levels,
including re-negotiation of the interim guldehnes

* Ongoing technical efforts to better understand:
« water supplies and demands within the District; and

« potential risks to water supplies and future
development

Next Steps

* Participate in the State and Division Engineers’
promulgation of measurement rules within
Water Divisions 4 and 7.

* Work collaboratively and creatively with other
stakeholders within Colorado and the larger
Colorado River Basin to find solutions to
ongoing and emerging issues



