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Diminished 
Streamflow 
Affects Recreation
Recreational water use is integral to 
Colorado’s lifestyle and economy, 
yet increased development and 
climate change are diminishing 
flows. Current law allows for the 
protection of flows via qualifying 
structures, but there is not ability 
to protect existing recreation in. 
This threatens community health 
and wellbeing, river dependent 
businesses, tax revenue, and 
opportunities for grow the outdoor 
recreation economy. 
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Impacts to Rec Experience
2021 Upper Colorado River Boater Survey

Average Rating





Defining Flow 
Preference and 
Boatable Days

• Flow-recreation studies focus on whitewater 
boating and float fishing as flow often 
determines whether people have the 
opportunity to successfully complete a trip. 
Flow level often contributes to the risk, 
challenge, and aesthetic attributes of river-
based recreation 

• AW’s studies identify important boating 
reaches and quantify minimum, optimum, and 
maximum flows in those reaches to support 
whitewater recreation or flow preferences.

• Boatable Days are the number of days in a 
given year that fall within certain defined flow 
ranges



Flow 
Acceptability 
Agreement 
Index



Quantifying 
Recreational 
Opportunities

• Counting boatable days 
based on historic 
streamflow

• Ability to see trends in 
available recreation 
opportunities

• Provides baseline of 
existing/historic 
experience
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Aligning Instream Flow Targets

PC: Cody Perry
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Planning for a Drier Future



What does that 
future to look 
like?

• The impacts are felt by 
everyone, we are a 
reflection of our rivers. 

• How can we collectively 
define community values 
and develop solutions?


