




















Acting	board	members	of	the	Southwest	Basins	Roundtable:	
	
I	explained	in	my	letter	of	application	who	I	am	and	how	I	am	connected	to	agriculture	in	
the	desert	southwest.		In	short,	I	lease	3	acres	of	land	operating	a	vegetable	farm	that	feeds	
roughly	100	families	in	Durango	and	Pagosa	Springs	for	7	months	of	the	year.		I	want	to	
share	not	who	I	am	but	why	I	am	asking	to	participate	on	the	board.		Unfortunately	I	am	un-
able	to	be	present	at	this	meeting,	a	death	in	the	family	has	required	me	to	stay	and	manage	
deliveries	while	my	wife	travels.	
	
Like	many	of	this	more	recent	generation	of	farmers	I	have	identified	farming	as	the	vector	
point	for	leveraging	personal	health,	community	health,	and	perhaps	most	importantly	
environmental	health.		I	believe	that	farmers	are	the	stewards	of	the	primary	wealth	of	the	
nation,	its	productive	land	upon	which	all	other	wealth	and	its	derivatives	are	created.		It	is	
a	responsibility	that	many	agriculturalist	and	I	feel	the	gravity	of,	particularly	as	climate	
change	has	created	more	instability	in	the	weather	patterns	we	all	rely	upon.			Here	in	the	
desert	Southwest,	the	productive	value	of	the	land	is	inextricably	tied	to	water	availability.	
	
It	is	not	difficult	to	identify	the	value	of	water	on	the	landscape	of	the	Southwest,	irrigated	
land	is	easy	to	differentiate	from	non-irrigated	land.		The	value	of	water	became	more	
obvious	during	the	research	I	did	for	National	Young	Farmers	Coalition	studying	water	
conservation	measures	and	highlighting	innovative	practices.		However,	it	was	not	until	I	
began	farming	did	I	fully	appreciate	the	opportunity	of	irrigation	water	to	transform	not	
just	the	landscape	but	also	the	soil	itself.		At	our	farm	we	have	the	opportunity	to	apply	
water	carefully	in	concert	with	cover	crops,	vegetable	production,	compost	and	grazing	to	
increase	the	tilth	of	the	soil,	improving	both	its	productivity	and	also	its	water	storage	
capacity.		Improved	tilth	deeper	in	the	soil	profile	also	correlates	with	the	storage	of	carbon	
and	soil	health	is	quickly	becoming	appreciated	as	an	essential	opportunity	to	mitigate	
climate	change.		Without	sufficient	water	to	manage	the	soil	towards	increased	quality,	its	
performance	declines	along	with	its	ability	to	store	water	and	carbon.		Ultimately	the	soil’s	
ability	to	buffer	against	drought	and	weather	variability	is	lost.			
	
I	believe	and	this	drought	year	has	confirmed	for	me	that	water	rights	are	not	actually	a	
right	but	a	privilege.		Being	an	active	steward	of	the	land	and	the	irrigation	water	it	comes	
with	is	both	a	tremendous	responsibility	and	a	great	creative	challenge.		With	that	mindset	
we	have	employed	efficiency	measure	like	water	tight	laterals,	drip	irrigation,	and	micro	
sprinklers	along	with	conservation	measures	to	improve	the	water	holding	capacity	of	the	
soil.		As	a	result	of	these	measures	we	have	been	able	to	grow	our	commercial	production,	
improve	the	quality	of	the	soil	and	participate	in	the	mitigation	of	climate	change.		Working	
with	other	partners	to	establish	and	share	collaborative	solutions	for	the	future	of	
agriculture	and	its	water	in	the	Southwest	is	why	I	am	here.			
	
Thank	you	for	your	time,	
Sincerely	Daniel	Fullmer	
	
I	can	be	reached	by	phone	or	email	with	further	questions:		Daniel@tierravidafarm.com		:		
(970)	844-0387	









TO: Southwest Basins Roundtable members   
 
FROM: Don Schwindt 
 
DATE: July 6, 2018 
 
RE:  withdrawal of application for at-large seat 
 
 
I withdraw my application for the vacant at-large seat on the Roundtable.  I support the application of 
Greg Black for this position. 
 
Agriculture owns and uses a significant portion of the water rights in the state of Colorado.  Those 
rights are an important part of all on-going discussions about the future utilization of water in the 
state.  However, the present makeup of the Southwest Basin Roundtable only includes three members 
whose main livelihood is their active agricultural water use.  An agricultural water user’s hands-on use 
of water gives them a very personal understanding of the wide range of benefits that are the 
consequence of that use.  Roundtable members would be well served by learning more about that ag 
understanding.  Good communication between the Roundtable and agricultural producers is vital to 
the level of success that Roundtable activities will generate.  Greg Black brings his personal 
agricultural perspective, and he would serve as a valuable link in that good communication.  
Communication is a two way process.  Greg will learn a lot by his participation in Roundtable 
discussions and activities.  He has a lot of respect in his broad local agricultural community where he 
can share those lessons.  The Roundtable, and the broader community, would both be well served by 
his appointment to this seat. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of my thoughts on this matter. 
 
Don Schwindt 
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