
 

The 2022 legislative session ended just before midnight on May 11. This year there were 657 
pieces of legislation introduced. At the beginning of the session the issues that were going to be 
the primary focus by legislative leadership and Governor Polis included education, public safety 
and policies that make Colorado more affordable. Superseding even these stated agendas 
however was the overarching theme of this legislative session – spending the more than $2.6 
billion of federal stimulus money.  
 
Some of this federal stimulus money was allocated to wildfire mitigation and prevention. This is 
an important issue in the SWCD region as it relates to watershed management, and we 
monitored several bills that provided support for local communities to implement programs 
related to forest management and wildfire mitigation.  
 
Another wildfire related bill that had direct ties to water was SB22-114:  Fire Suppression Ponds 
Water Rights.  This was a proposal from Colorado Counties, Inc. to give county commissioners 
the authority to designate certain ponds as fire suppression ponds and protect them from being 
drained by the State Engineer for being out of priority. The bill was introduced early in the 
session but didn’t see final action until the end due to the significant stakeholder work CCI did 
with other water interests. In the end, the bill allows for a limited number of fire suppression 
ponds to be designated but provides protection against injury by allowing water rights owners 
to challenge the designation approval. 
 
Water is always a hot topic at the legislature and this year we saw 9 bills introduced that dealt 
with several different policy issues. With the ongoing drought that most of Colorado and the 
surrounding region is experiencing, much of the conversation centered around how to stretch 
the limited supplies of water over many different needs.  This included legislation to incentivize 
turf replacement in urban areas (HB22-1151) and a bill that provided funding through irrigation 
districts to provide loans for water conservation and infrastructure improvement projects 
HB22-1092). Colorado’s efforts to use every drop of water we are entitled to caught the 
attention of our neighbors to the northeast and the State of Nebraska made a surprise 
announcement that they were going to invoke a little known provision in the South Platte 
Compact to build a canal in northeastern Colorado to bring water into Nebraska. This prompted 
a swift response from some Colorado legislators who introduced a bill (SB22-029) that directed 
the State of Colorado to prioritize water infrastructure investment spending on projects in the 
South Platte River Basin. While a noble cause, it caused significant concern from water users in 
the rest of the state and ultimately the bill died in the House Ag Committee. 
 
Perhaps one of the most contentious water bills was SB-028, Investment Water Speculation.  
This was a bill that came from the Water Resources Review Committee and the intent was to 
define “investment water speculation” and prohibit that practice from occurring. Many water 
experts argued that this policy change was not needed and agreed that Colorado already has 
some of the most stringent anti-speculation laws on the books.Others argued that proving 
intent of a water buyer that the transaction is only for financial gain is all but impossible. 



 

Ultimately the bill died on the calendar after not receiving a final vote in the Senate Ag 
Committee. 
 
 
In other water news, the Water Resources Review Committee members have been announced. 
They are: 
- Senator Kerry Donovan (D-Vail), Chair 
- Representative Barbara McLachland (D-Durango), Vice Chair 
- Senator Jeff Bridges (D-Greenwood Village) 
- Senator Sonya Jaquez Lewis (D-Boulder) 
- Senator Cleave Simpson (R-Alamosa) 
- Senator Jerry Sonnenberg (R-Sterling) 
- Representative Marc Catlin (R-Montrose) 
- Representative Karen McCormick (D-Longmont) 
- Representative Hugh McKean (R-Loveland) 
- Representative Dylan Roberts (D-Eagle) 
 
Currently the committee is scheduled to meet on the following dates: 
August 4, 2022 (location TBD) 
August 24, 2022 (Steamboat Springs, Colorado Water Congress Summer Meeting) 
September 22, 2022 (State Capitol, Denver) 

 
Topics for discussion have not been announced but CLS monitor the discussions and will send 
out more information as it becomes available.  
 
The 2023 legislative session begins on January 9. It is an election year and due to legislators 
either leaving their current office to pursue a different office or term limits we expect to see 
significant change in the make-up of the General Assembly next year.  The first round of voting 
gets underway in the primary, which is June 28.  The General Election will be held on November 
8, 2022. 
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HB22-1007  Assistance Landowner Wildfire Mitigation   

Sponsors: D. Valdez (D) | M. Lynch (R) / C. Simpson (R) | P. Lee (D)  

Summary: The bill creates the Wildfire Mitigation Resources and Best Practices 
Grant Program in the Colorado State Forest Service. Grant recipients 
must be an agency of local government, a county, a municipality, a 
special district, a tribal agency or program, or a nonprofit organization. 
Grant funds may be used to conduct outreach among landowners 
regarding available resources and best practices for wildfire mitigation. 
Commencing no later than the 2023-2024 state fiscal year, the bill 
requires the General Assembly to annually appropriate money from the 
General Fund to the Healthy Forests and Vibrant Communities Fund to 
implement the grant program Grants are awarded each January 
beginning in 2024. The CSFS must submit a report to the Wildfire 
Matters Review Committee each September beginning in 2025.  
 
Under current law, the state income tax deduction for wildfire mitigation 
expenses is scheduled to become unavailable after tax year 2024. The 
bill extends the deduction for one year, through tax year 2025. The bill 
also creates an income tax credit for wildfire mitigation expenses. 
Between tax years 2023 through 2026, the credit is available to 
landowners with federal taxable income of no more than $120,000, 
adjusted for inflation, and is equal to 25 percent of the taxpayer’s cost 
for wildfire mitigation expenses, up to $625 per year. 

 

Status: 5/20/2022 Sent to the Governor 

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
HB22-1011  Wildfire Mitigation Incentives For Local Governments   

Sponsors: L. Cutter (D) | M. Snyder (D) / T. Story (D) | P. Lee (D) 

  

Summary: The bill creates the Wildfire Mitigation Incentives for Local 
Government Grant Program in the Colorado State Forest Service. The 
program will provide grants to municipal and county governments to 
either match funds received from a dedicated revenue source or expand 
existing programs focused on forest management or wildfire mitigation 
efforts. Grants must be used to match the dedicated revenues raised by 
the local governments for activities such as forest thinning, wildfire fuel 

https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1007
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1007_r2.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1011
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reduction and outreach and education efforts to property owners and the 
public.  

The grant program will be funded through $10 million from the state 

General Fund. The grant program is repealed, effective September 1, 

2027.  

 

Status: 5/10/2022 House Considered Senate Amendments - Result was to 

Concur - Repass 

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
HB22-1012  Wildfire Mitigation And Recovery   

Sponsors: L. Cutter (D) | D. Valdez (D) / J. Ginal (D) | P. Lee (D) 

  

Summary: The bill requires the State Forest Service to develop a publicly accessible 

statewide carbon accounting framework that yields carbon stock and flux 

estimates for: 

• Ecosystems by county and forest cover type; and  

• Wood products. 

The State Forest Service must also develop a forest carbon co-benefit 

framework for project-level forest management practices, including 

wildfire mitigation. The framework will be used to train practitioners in 

adaptive management practices to be incorporated into current forest 

management practices. 

The framework will be funded through $3 million from the General 

Fund. 

 

Status: 5/25/2022 Sent to the Governor  

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
HB22-1092  Loans From Irrigation Districts To Landowners   

Sponsors: M. Soper (R) | D. Roberts (D) / J. Bridges (D) | D. Coram (R)  

Summary: The bill allows an irrigation district to borrow money, which may be 

used to make loans to landowners to be used to make improvements to 

private water delivery systems or for other types of projects that increase 

water conservation or to improve delivery or drainage systems. The 

irrigation district must include in its annual appropriation resolution all 

amounts payable by landowners and indicate the amount payable by 

https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1011_r2.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1012
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1012_r2.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1092
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each tract within the irrigation district for which a landowner has 

received a loan. 

The bill specifies that the irrigation district cannot assess landowners to 

raise money to fund the loans. The bill further specifies that in the case 

of default in the payment of any loan installment, the county treasurer 

may assess upon the eligible real property a tax lien for the payment of 

the whole of the unpaid installment; except that, the county treasurer 

shall not assess a tax lien for the entire value of the landowner's portion 

of the irrigation loan issued by the water district. 

Finally, the bill states that the county treasurer will receive $5 per tract 

assessed for loans issued to landowners by an irrigation district, and this 

$5 will be assessed against each participating tract. 

 

Status: 4/12/2022 Governor Signed 

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
HB22-1097  Dissolution Of Special Districts   

Sponsors: D. Valdez (D) / C. Simpson (R)  

Summary: Under current law, municipalities and regional service authorities are 
authorized file an application for dissolution with a special district’s 
board of directors. This bill expands that authorization to boards of 
county commissioners. The bill also expands current law to allow a 
board of county commissioners and a special district that is wholly 
within a county’s boundaries and has no outstanding debt or financial 
obligations to mutually consent to dissolution via a court order without 
an election. 
 

Status: 3/17/2022 Governor Signed 

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
HB22-1151  Turf Replacement Program   

Sponsors: M. Catlin (R) | D. Roberts (D) / J. Bridges (D) | C. Simpson (R)  

Summary: Before July 1, 2023, the bill requires the CWCB o develop a turf 

replacement program and work with independent third parties to 

incentivize the voluntary replacement of nonessential irrigated turf on 

residential, commercial, institutional, or industrial properties. The bill 

specifies that an entity that already administers or plans to administer a 

turf replacement program may apply for matching funds from the state 

program. An eligible applicant must provide up to 50 percent of the costs 

to develop and implement a local program and must begin 

https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1092_00.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1097
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1097_f1.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1151
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implementation within 12 months of receiving a grant. The program is to 

be funded by a one-time transfer of $2 million from the General Fund. 

 

Status: 5/25/2022 Sent to the Governor 

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
HB22-1301  Controlled Environmental Agricultural Facility As 

Agricultural Property   

Sponsors: M. Soper (R) | D. Roberts (D) / K. Donovan (D) | C. Simpson (R) 

  

Summary: This bill specifies that a controlled environmental agricultural facility 
(CEA) is valued for assessment purposes as all other agricultural 
properties. Beginning with property tax year 2023, this bill defines a 
CEA facility as a nonresidential structure and related equipment 
combining engineering, horticultural science, and computerized 
management techniques to optimize hydroponics, plant quality and food 
production efficiency from the land’s water for human or livestock 
consumption. This does not apply to marijuana cultivation.  
 
The bill specifies that a CEA facility may not violate the terms of any 
applicable water court decree or materially injure water rights or 
conditional water rights. 
  

Status: 5/20/2022 Signed by Governor  

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
HB22-1316  Colorado Water Conservation Board Construction Fund 

Project   

Sponsors: K. McCormick (D) | M. Catlin (R) / K. Donovan (D) | C. Simpson (R) 

  

Summary: The bill appropriates a total of $17,080,000 from the CWCB 
Construction Fund for specified water-related projects. Please see the 

Fiscal Note for the list of projects. In addition, the bill transfers $3.0 
million between water-related cash funds and authorizes the CWCB to 
loan up to $13,130,000 from the CWCB Construction Fund to the town 
of Breckenridge to rehabilitate the Goose Pasture Tarn dam.   

Status: 5/23/2022 Signed by Governor 

  

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
 
 

https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1151_r2.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1301
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1301_r1.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1316
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1316_00.pdf
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HB22-1322  Water Quality Regulation   

Sponsors: A. Benavidez (D) | A. Valdez (D) / D. Moreno (D) | J. Gonzales (D) 

B.  

Summary: The bill adds the Water Quality Control Commission (WQCC) to the list 
of agencies required to conduct outreach to and engagement of 
disproportionately impacted communities regarding proposed state 
actions, defined under current law as rulemaking proceedings, licensing 
proceedings, and adjudicatory hearings. The bill also requires the WQCC 
to utilize criteria promulgated in rule for designating waters as use-
protected, and establishes a five-year statute of limitations for bringing 
actions alleging a violation of the Water Quality Control Act or any rules 
or orders under the act. 
  

Status: 5/31/2022 Sent to the Governor  

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
HB22-1323  Updates To State Forest Service Tree Nursery   

Sponsors: M. Snyder (D) | M. Froelich (D) / B. Rankin (R) | J. Ginal (D)  

Summary: The bill requires that the Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) upgrade 
and improve its seedling tree nursery to expand capacity and contribute 
to reforestation efforts. The bill requires physical upgrades and 
improvements in several areas of nursery operations, including the 
addition of full time professional nursery staff. The CSFS must contract 
with management and reforestation professionals to analyze the 
nursery’s capacity and knowledge investments to better address 
reforestation needs in response to wildfire, flood, insect, and disease 
events.   

Status: 5/25/2022 Sent to the Governor  

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
HB22-1345  Perfluoroalkyl And Polyfluoroalkyl Chemicals   

Sponsors: L. Cutter (D) | M. Bradfield (R) / J. Gonzales (D) | P. Lee (D)  

Summary: Starting January 1, 2024, the bill prohibits the sale or distribution of 
certain consumer product categories that contain intentionally added 
PFAS chemicals.  These product categories include carpets or rugs, 
cosmetics, fabric treatments, food packaging, juvenile products, oil and 
gas products, textile furnishings, and upholstered furniture. The bill also 
requires manufacturers of cookware sold in the state containing 
intentionally added PFAS in the handle or in any surface that comes into 
contact with food or beverages to list the presence of PFAS chemicals on 
the product label in both English and Spanish. It also modifies the state 

https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1322
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1322_r1.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1323
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1323_r1.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1345
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procurement code and restrictions on the use of class B firefighting 
foam.  
 
PFAS chemicals are synthetic chemicals that were developed to coat 
products to make them heat, water, and oil resistant. They have become 
prevalent in a variety of products including nonstick cookware, water-
repellant clothing, stain-resistant fabrics, and firefighting foams. 
According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, there are over 
4,000 different types of PFAS that have been manufactured in the last 70 
years.  

Status: 5/11/2022 House Considered Senate Amendments - Result was to 

Concur – Repass 

  

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
HB22-1358  Clean Water In Schools And Child Care Centers   

Sponsors: E. Sirota (D) / F. Winter (D) | R. Fields (D)  

Summary: The bill requires that all eligible elementary schools, child care centers, 
and family child care homes test for the presence of lead in drinking 
water sources using a state-certified laboratory by May 1, 2023, and 
according to an established testing schedule thereafter. Middle schools 
(grades 6-8) must start testing their drinking water sources by November 
30, 2024. Schools and facilities will make their results publicly available 
and submit to the WQCC, which will make the results publicly available 
on its website within 30 days. If tests show that drinking water sources 
contain lead in an amount of five parts per billion or more, the facility 
must determine and implement a remediation plan. CDPHE will provide 
training to all facilities as well as provide technical assistance to facilities 
located in rural areas.  

Status: 5/31/2022 Sent to the Governor 

  

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
HB22-1363  Accountability To Taxpayers Special Districts   

Sponsors: M. Weissman (D) | A. Boesenecker (D) / J. Gonzales (D) | T. Story (D) 

  

Summary: The bill modified statutory provisions governing the issuance of debt by 
metropolitan districts. The bill would have prohibited a local government 
from approving a service plan for a proposed metropolitan district that 
permits the purchase of district debt by any entity with which a director 
has disclosed a conflict of interest. The bill also prohibited metropolitan 
district board members that approved the issuance of any debt while 
serving on the board from acquiring any interest in the debt, except if the 

https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1345_r2.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1358
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1358_r2.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1363
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debt is acquired indirectly through an investment fund if the member has 
no input into or control over the individual securities that the fund 
purchases. For metropolitan districts created on or after January 1, 2023, 
prior to issuing debt to a director of a metropolitan district or to an entity 
requiring the director to make a conflict of interest disclosure to its local 
government, the metropolitan district must obtain a statement of a 
registered municipal advisor certifying that the interest rate of the debt 
does not exceed certain limitations as outlined in the bill.  

Status: 5/5/2022 Senate Committee on State, Veterans, & Military Affairs 

Postpone Indefinitely  

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
HB22-1379  Wildfire Prevention Watershed Restoration Funding   

Sponsors: K. McCormick (D) | M. Catlin (R) / K. Donovan (D) | C. Simpson (R) 

Summary: The bill makes the following transfers totaling $20.0 million from the 
Economic Recovery and Relief Cash Fund:  

• $3.0 million to the Healthy Forests and Vibrant Communities 
Fund in the Colorado State Forest Service to support wildfire risk 
mitigation and watershed resilience;  

• $2.0 million to the Wildfire Mitigation Capacity Development 
Fund in DNR for wildfire mitigation and fuel reduction projects; 
and  

• $15.0 million to the CWCB Construction Fund for watershed 
restoration and flood mitigation project grants, administering the 
grant program, and to provide grants and assistance in applying 
for grants to local governments.  
  

Status: 5/31/2022 Sent to the Governor  

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
SB22-007  Increase Wildfire Risk Mitigation Outreach Efforts   

Sponsors: T. Story (D) | P. Lee (D) / L. Cutter (D) | M. Snyder (D) 

  

Summary: The bill requires the Colorado State Forest Service to convene a working 

group to consider how best to conduct an enhanced wildfire awareness 

month outreach campaign in 2023 and 2024. The campaign is intended 

to educate and incentivize residents living in the wildland-urban 

interface (WUI) to engage in wildfire risk mitigation efforts.  

 

Status: 5/18/2022 Sent to the Governor  

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 

https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1363_f1.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1379
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1379_00.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-007
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb007_r2.pdf
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SB22-013  Boards And Commissions   

Sponsors: S. Fenberg (D) | C. Holbert (R) / A. Garnett (D) | H. McKean (R)  

Summary: The bill makes changes to requirements for boards and commissions 

where membership is based on representation from congressional 

districts, as well as various other changes to procedures for membership 

and appointments, including when the boundaries of a district change 

and when boards gain or lose members due to congressional 

redistricting.  

The bill requires all boards and commissions, except where statute or 

constitutional provision provide otherwise, to:  

• fill vacancies for the remainder of unexpired board member 

terms using the appointing authority that made the initial 

board member appointment;  

• allow directors or executive directors who are ex officio 

members of a board to designate another person within their 

agency to fulfill their duties on the board;  

• define “minimum majority” as the lowest number of 

members that is more than half of all board members;  

• allow board members to participate remotely in board 

meetings; and,  

only count a partial term toward a member's term limit if it is 

greater than half the length of a standard term for the board. 

  

Status: 2/25/2022 Governor Signed  

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
SB22-028  Groundwater Compact Compliance Fund   

Sponsors: C. Simpson (R) | J. Sonnenberg (R) / D. Roberts (D) | M. Catlin (R) 

  

Summary: This bill creates the Groundwater Compact Compliance and 

Sustainability Fund for groundwater compact compliance and 

groundwater resource sustainability and conservation purposes. The fund 

will be administered by the CWCB. The General Assembly dedicated 

$60 million from federal stimulus money the state received for this Fund.  

 

Status: 5/23/2022 Governor Signed  

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
SB22-029  Investment Water Speculation   

https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-013
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb013_r1.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-028
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb028_00.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-029
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Sponsors: C. Coram (R) | K. Donovan (D) / K. McCormick (D) 

D.  

Summary: The original version of the bill defined and prohibited investment water 
speculation.  It authorized the State Engineer to investigate purchases of 
agricultural water rights that are suspected of investment water 
speculation and authorized the Attorney General to investigate frivolous 
complaints of water speculation. The bill was very contentious and did 
not get scheduled for committee debate until late in the session.  Due to 
the complexity of the issue and the widespread opposition to the 
introduced version of the bill, Senate sponsors agreed to amend the bill 
to direct the Water Resources Review Committee to discuss the topic 
during the interim, however, in a surprise move the bill was laid over and 
a final vote was not taken.  The Committee did not convene again for the 
rest of the session and the bill died on the calendar. 

  

Status: 4/21/2022 Senate Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources Lay 

Over Amended 

  

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
SB22-030  Expand Water Resources Review Committee To Include 

Agriculture   

Sponsors: K. Donovan (D) | J. Sonnenberg (R) / B. McLachlan (D) | M. Catlin (R)  

Summary: The bill expands the scope of the Water Resources Review Committee to 

include identifying, monitoring, and addressing agriculture issues, and 

renames it the Water Resources and Agriculture Review Committee. 

There were discussions to specify that the WRRC would only address 

agricultural issues that directly involve water matters but no amendments 

were offered to do so. 

 

Status: 3/30/2022 Governor Signed   

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
SB22-114  Fire Suppression Ponds Water Rights   

Sponsors: D. Hisey (R) | T. Story (D) / D. Roberts (D) | M. Catlin (R)  

Summary: The bill allows a board of county commissioners to consult with the 
local fire prevention district to apply to the State Engineer to have 
certain ponds designated as fire suppression ponds. The Colorado 
Division of Fire Prevention is required to promulgate rules to establish 
criteria for fire prevention ponds.  The county commissioners must 
identify ponds in areas where the outbreak of a fire could result in a 
major wildfire disaster and perform a needs assessment of each such 

https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb029_00.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-030
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb030_00.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-114
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pond. If a pond that is under consideration for designation as a fire 
suppression pond is located in whole or in part upon private property, a 
board must acquire the voluntary written approval of each owner of 
private property that abuts the pond before the board applies to the state 
engineer for the designation of the pond as a fire suppression pond. For 
each pond that is identified and under consideration as a potential fire 
suppression pond, a board must provide notice of such fact to the state 
engineer.   
 
The water in a fire protection pond is not considered a water right, does 
not have priority, and may not be adjudicated. The bill limits the amount 
of water that can be held in such ponds to less than 30 total surface acres 
in any county with some exemptions. Water rights owners in the area 
where a proposed fire suppression pond is located may petition the water 
court to request a review of the State Engineers decision to approve a 
pond. The bill specifies that a fire suppression pond is presumed to not 
cause material injury to vested water rights.  A holder of a decreed water 
right may rebut the presumption by providing evidence to the state 
engineer sufficient to show that material injury has occurred or will 
occur to the decreed water right. 
 
The designation of a fire protection pond expires after 15 years, but the 
state engineer may redesignate the pond if all the conditions are met. 
 
The State Engineer is prohibited from ordering any pond to be drained if 
the pond is under consideration for designation as a fire suppression 
pond or if the pond has already been designated as a fire suppression 
pond. An exemption was added to the bill that allows the State Engineer 
to drain the pond for compact compliance purposes.  

Status: 5/25/2022 Sent to the Governor 

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
SB22-115  Clarifying Terms Related To Landowner Liability   

Sponsors: S. Jaquez Lewis (D) | B. Gardner (R) / M. Soper (R) | K. Tipper (D) 

  

Summary: The bill clarifies terms related to landowner liability and declares that 
the Colorado Court of Appeals and Supreme Court decisions in Rocky 
Mountain Planned Parenthood, Inc. v. Wagner should not be relied upon 
concerning whether third-party criminal activity can be anticipated 
based on how controversial the landowner’s goods or services are and 
that a landowner could be liable for harm predominantly caused by 
third-party criminal activity. 

 

https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb114_r1.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-115
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Status: 4/7/2022 Governor Signed  

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
SB22-126  Prioritize Water Storage Projects South Platte Basin   

Sponsors: J. Sonnenberg (R) | K. Donovan (D) / R. Holtorf (R) 

Summary: Under current law, CWCB is authorized to finance water projects from 

the CWCB Construction Fund and gives first priority to projects that will 

increase the beneficial consumptive use of the state’s undeveloped 

interstate compact-entitled waters. As introduced, the bill amended this 

first priority to include projects that increase or improve undeveloped 

compact-entitled water storage in the South Platte River Basin to 

increase beneficial consumptive use in a manner that reduces reliance on 

transmountain diversions. The bill was amended in the Senate 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee on March 24 to remove 

language giving priority to the South Platte River Basin in the CWCB 

loan process.  The bill then just stated that first priority for the CWCB 

loans should be devoted to projects that will increase the beneficial 

consumptive use of Colorado's undeveloped compact-entitled waters, 

including in the South Platte River Basin. This was not enough to 

address the concerns of the other river basins and the bill ultimately died 

in the House Agriculture, Livestock & Water Committee.  

Status: 3/28/2022 House Committee on Agriculture, Livestock, & Water 

Postpone Indefinitely 

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
SB22-131  Protect Health Of Pollinators And People   

Sponsors: S. Jaquez Lewis (D) | K. Priola (R) / C. Kipp (D) | M. Froelich (D)  

Summary: The bill updated pesticide regulation in a number of ways: 
• Restricted the use of pesticides on the grounds of schools, 

preschool programs, child care centers, and children’s resident 
camps.  

• Directed DNR to study and develop recommendations on how to 
address pollinator decline and increase pollinator health in the 
state.  

• Created the Noncoated Seed-Applied Systemic Insecticide Pilot 
Grant Program in the Department of Agriculture to provide 
financial incentives to farmers to use non-coated seeds.  

• Increased the number of pesticides on the restricted-use list at the 
Department of Agriculture 

https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb115_00.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-126
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb126_r1.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-131
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• Repealed state authority over pesticide regulation which would 
allow local governments to regulate pesticide use, except for 
agricultural purposes. 

Status: 3/3/2022 Senate Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources 

Postpone Indefinitely  

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
SB22-158  Species Conservation Trust Fund Projects   

Sponsors: K. Donovan (D) / K. McCormick (D) | P. Will (R)  

Summary: The bill appropriates $6.0 million from the Species Conservation Trust 
Fund for programs submitted by DNR. The programs are designed to 
conserve native species that are threatened or endangered under state or 
federal law or are likely to become candidate species as determined by 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service. Please see the Fiscal Note 

for the full list of programs funded.   
Status: 5/9/2022 Sent to the Governor  

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note  

 
SJR22-002  Water Projects Eligibility Lists   

Sponsors: K. Donovan (D) / K. McCormick (D) | M. Catlin (R)  

Summary: This resolution approves the projects on the Water Project Revolving 
Fund Eligibility List administered by the Colorado Water Resources and 
Power Development Authority. Please see the text of the official 

resolution for the full list of projects funded.   

Status: 3/17/2022 Governor Signed  

Fiscal Notes: 
 

 

https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb131_00.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-158
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb158_00.pdf
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SJR22-002


Bill # SWCD 
Position

Water 
Congress

River 
District

Short Title Sponsors Most Recent Status Fiscal Note

HB22-1007  Assistance Landowner Wildfire Mitigation D. Valdez (D) | M. Lynch (R) / C. Simpson 
(R) | P. Lee (D) 

5/20/2022 Sent to the Governor Fiscal Note 

HB22-1011 Wildfire Mitigation Incentives For Local 
Governments 

L. Cutter (D) | M. Snyder (D) / T. Story (D) | 
P. Lee (D) 

5/10/2022 House Considered Senate 
Amendments - Result was to Concur - 
Repass

Fiscal Note 

HB22-1012 Wildfire Mitigation And Recovery L. Cutter (D) | D. Valdez (D) / J. Ginal (D) | 
P. Lee (D) 

5/25/2022 Sent to the Governor Fiscal Note 

HB22-1092 Support Loans From Irrigation Districts To 
Landowners 

M. Soper (R) | D. Roberts (D) / J. Bridges 
(D) | D. Coram (R) 

4/12/2022 Governor Signed Fiscal Note 

HB22-1097 Dissolution Of Special Districts D. Valdez (D) / C. Simpson (R) 3/17/2022 Governor Signed Fiscal Note 

HB22-1151 Support Support Support Turf Replacement Program M. Catlin (R) | D. Roberts (D) / J. Bridges 
(D) | C. Simpson (R) 

5/25/2022 Sent to the Governor Fiscal Note 

HB22-1301 Controlled Environmental Agricultural 
Facility As Agricultural Property 

M. Soper (R) | D. Roberts (D) / K. Donovan 
(D) | C. Simpson (R) 

5/20/2022 Signed by Governor Fiscal Note 

HB22-1316 Support Support Colorado Water Conservation Board 
Construction Fund Project 

K. McCormick (D) | M. Catlin (R) / K. 
Donovan (D) | C. Simpson (R) 

5/23/2022 Signed by Governor Fiscal Note 

HB22-1322 Water Quality Regulation A. Benavidez (D) | A. Valdez (D) / D. 
Moreno (D) | J. Gonzales (D) 

5/31/2022 Sent to the Governor Fiscal Note 

HB22-1323 Support Updates To State Forest Service Tree 
Nursery 

M. Snyder (D) | M. Froelich (D) / B. Rankin 
(R) | J. Ginal (D) 

5/25/2022 Sent to the Governor Fiscal Note 

HB22-1345 Support Perfluoroalkyl And Polyfluoroalkyl 
Chemicals 

L. Cutter (D) | M. Bradfield (R) / J. Gonzales 
(D) | P. Lee (D) 

5/11/2022 House Considered Senate 
Amendments - Result was to Concur - 
Repass

Fiscal Note 

HB22-1358 Clean Water In Schools And Child Care 
Centers 

E. Sirota (D) / F. Winter (D) | R. Fields (D) 5/31/2022 Sent to the Governor Fiscal Note 

HB22-1363 Oppose Accountability To Taxpayers Special 
Districts 

M. Weissman (D) | A. Boesenecker (D) / J. 
Gonzales (D) | T. Story (D) 

5/5/2022 Senate Committee on State, 
Veterans, & Military Affairs Postpone 
Indefinitely

Fiscal Note 

HB22-1379 Support Wildfire Prevention Watershed 
Restoration Funding 

K. McCormick (D) | M. Catlin (R) / K. 
Donovan (D) | C. Simpson (R) 

5/31/2022 Sent to the Governor Fiscal Note 

SB22-007 Increase Wildfire Risk Mitigation Outreach 
Efforts 

T. Story (D) | P. Lee (D) / L. Cutter (D) | M. 
Snyder (D) 

5/18/2022 Sent to the Governor Fiscal Note 

SB22-013 Boards And Commissions S. Fenberg (D) | C. Holbert (R) / A. Garnett 
(D) | H. McKean (R) 

2/25/2022 Governor Signed Fiscal Note 

SB22-028 Support Support Support Groundwater Compact Compliance Fund C. Simpson (R) | J. Sonnenberg (R) / D. 
Roberts (D) | M. Catlin (R) 

5/23/2022 Governor Signed Fiscal Note 
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https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1007
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1007_r2.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1011
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1011_r2.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1012
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1012_r2.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1092
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1092_00.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1097
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1097_f1.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1151
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1151_r2.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1301
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1301_r1.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1316
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1316_00.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1322
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1322_r1.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1323
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1323_r1.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1345
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1345_r2.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1358
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1358_r2.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1363
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1363_f1.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB22-1379
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_hb1379_00.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-007
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb007_r2.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-013
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb013_r1.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-028
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb028_00.pdf


SB22-029 Oppose Amend Investment Water Speculation D. Coram (R) | K. Donovan (D) / K. 
McCormick (D) 

4/21/2022 Senate Committee on 
Agriculture & Natural Resources Lay 
Over Amended

Fiscal Note 

SB22-030 Expand Water Resources Review 
Committee To Include Agriculture 

K. Donovan (D) | J. Sonnenberg (R) / B. 
McLachlan (D) | M. Catlin (R) 

3/30/2022 Governor Signed Fiscal Note 

SB22-114 Support Fire Suppression Ponds Water Rights D. Hisey (R) | T. Story (D) / D. Roberts (D) | 
M. Catlin (R) 

5/25/2022 Sent to the Governor Fiscal Note 

SB22-115 Clarifying Terms Related To Landowner 
Liability 

S. Jaquez Lewis (D) | B. Gardner (R) / M. 
Soper (R) | K. Tipper (D) 

4/7/2022 Governor Signed Fiscal Note 

SB22-126 Oppose Oppose Oppose Prioritize Water Storage Projects South 
Platte Basin 

J. Sonnenberg (R) | K. Donovan (D) / R. 
Holtorf (R) 

3/28/2022 House Committee on 
Agriculture, Livestock, & Water 
Postpone Indefinitely

Fiscal Note 

SB22-131 Protect Health Of Pollinators And People S. Jaquez Lewis (D) | K. Priola (R) / C. Kipp 
(D) | M. Froelich (D) 

3/3/2022 Senate Committee on 
Agriculture & Natural Resources 
Postpone Indefinitely

Fiscal Note 

SB22-158 Support Support Species Conservation Trust Fund Projects K. Donovan (D) / K. McCormick (D) | P. Will 
(R) 

5/9/2022 Sent to the Governor Fiscal Note 

SJR22-002 Support Support Water Projects Eligibility Lists K. Donovan (D) / K. McCormick (D) | M. 
Catlin (R) 

3/17/2022 Governor Signed

https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-029
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb029_00.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-030
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb030_00.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-114
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb114_r1.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-115
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb115_00.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-126
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb126_r1.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-131
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb131_00.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SB22-158
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/22/2022a_sb158_00.pdf
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=SJR22-002
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